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Preferred Cover
Type (PCT)
Background

The West Viera Planned Unit Development
(PUD) and the Alternative Development
Standards (ADS) require 1050 acres of
canopy coverage in the Viera Development
of Regional Impact (DRI). Some of this
acreage will be provided in the Viera
Wilderness Park (VWP) and some in the
Villages in the DRI. The location of
habitat greater than 50% canopy coverage
has been mapped and approved by
Brevard County during the Village Sketch
Plan approval process. These Preferred
Cover Type (PCT) parcels provide canopy
coverage credits in the Village Sketch
Plan. These parcels are required to be
preserved as natural habitat and are
interspersed throughout the built
community.

However, the vegetation within these PCT
parcels can become overgrown in the
groundcover and shrub layers. Some of
the parcels may contain nuisance exotic
species which can continue to spread over
time, if not managed. The canopy trees
will remain in the PCT parcels, but most
dead trees will be removed for safety

reasons.

Management of PCT

Historically, these habitats would
have been subjected to prescribed
fires to maintain an open understory
and maintain the vegetation in an
ecologically healthy condition.
However, due to the proximity of
development around the PCT
parcels, burning is not an option.
These habitats need to be managed
in a manner that replicates a
prescribed fire to control fuel loads,
maintain the native groundcover,
and maintain the amenity for the
surrounding community while
preserving the canopy coverage for
the PCT canopy credits.
Mechanical management of urban
interface habitats is an accepted
land management technique which
replicates the majority of the
benefits of a prescribed fire.

Benefits of Fire and Fire
Replication

Fire is a natural process that native
Florida vegetation depends on. Itis
important for the survival of many
species of plants and animals.
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Benefits of fire and fire replication
include:

- Maintaining ideal habitat
conditions for species
diversity (i.e. flowers,
grasses, seeds, berries).

- Reducing wildfire fuel load.
This can prevent conditions
which are conducive to
devastating wildfires.

- Providing herbaceous
groundcover for more
wildlife food value and
promoting flowering and
fruiting of plant species.

- Recovering areas of native
vegetation naturally
overtime.

- Improving soil quality by
cycling nutrients through the
soil.
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